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Tense defined.—Tense is the form assumed by a verb (by means of J.C. Nesfield
inflexion or with the help of Auxiliaries) for indicating either (a) the gj;%&‘dﬂ] Grammarard
time in which an event occurred, or (b) the degree of completeness §110
ascribed to an event at the time of its occurrence L?i??gi
g gof
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To each tense there are four different forms:— I. Indefinite; which
denotes Present, Past, or Future time in its simplest form; the degree of
completeness is left indefinite ... II. Continuous; ... is still
continuing, and is not yet completed ... IIL. Perfect; ...isina
completed or perfect state ... IV, Perfect Continuous; which

combines the meanings of the two preceding forms.
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§110 the time in which an event
(@ occurred

§110 The verb may tell you
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§111A Toeach tense there are four

= different forms different forms to each tense
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Of all the Tenses now in use in English, two only are Simple, 7.¢. are
expressed by means of a single word—namely, the Present and the
Past (I write, [ wrote). Around these two the whole elaborate system

of Tenses has been built up.
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So long as the language remained simply a means of expressing thought
in speech for everyday purposes, these two tense-forms were adequate
enough, as the various shades of time, present, past, or future,
could be readily indicated by means of adverbs or adverb-
equivalents. But when language began to be committed to writing,
ambiguities would arise, which, with the increasing complexity of
the thoughts to be expressed, made a more elaborate and accurate
system of tenses necessary. Sentences which might be perfectly
understood when spoken were not intelligible when written.
Therefore we find ... a number of Compound Tenses coming into

use.

H o

Aoi7F 1A Lge] W= APz Hehls ko 2 = loll= o] = AR
uick— @22t -vj2ie] ARke] of2) A& FARt RAM ol = HA 712 4
A7) whzelck. T2jut o] 22 A5]7) AAsiAL mEsto] A, ehEs
7Y7to] 27 Extel 213} tiEo] o A astar &3t AA AAZ D sl BE
Sh 23] ofsiie Bogo] 22 2 Yols 4 gioick. T12lEte - BIAAE
o3 220 7] AJAFG ZE P-2l = 2ot

e

£ e gz 3
C.T.Onions

An Advanced English Syntax:
§118.1

A4 107%

A& Fol

C.T. Onions

An Advanced English Syntax
§118.2

24107-108%

AL 9ol

rok
N



2
ox
ol
o
R}
ok
o2
Mo
ok

@ - A A ek

o

AAE — AR A 23, ol el Azke] sl M A5tk Alo]

shphobct— A2k S 9 et 10y o5 (9] §208759H 2

Tojo}— M= ool A4S H71A] =ty -

2.6 1811 REAS0] =g elojrh

certain short verbs of common occurrence, when used in connexion
with certain Verb-Nouns and Verb-Adjectives, have lost their
independent meaning and have become mere signs of Tense. Thus,

‘he will come’ meant originally ‘he is willing or determined to come’.
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From the following scheme it will be seen that the only tenses formed
by inflexion are two in number, viz. the Present Indefinite and the
Past Indefinite, Active voice, in the Indicative and Subjunctive moods.
All the other tenses in the Active voice, and all the tenses in the
Passive voice without any exception, are formed by means of

Auxiliary verbs.
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J. C. Nesfield
Manualof English Grammarand
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Some Intransitive verbs (Transitive ones never), and especially those
Intransitive verbs that signify going, coming, becoming, changing,
etc., may use the Auxiliary Zs instead of has, and was instead of had:

(a) The flower és faded.  (b) The flower bas faded.

In (a), however, the szate of the flower (faded) is more prominently
indicated; in (b) the #Zme of the fading. So the two sentences are

not quite equivalent.
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(7P The flower is faded. (1) The flower has faded.
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18981301 Aefiet Alzbo] 2 Istck.

@3 Dot ¥ wiit o] BAIAIRIS] REARET B BTk k4

In a command, promise, threat, or intention there is necessarily some
sense of futurity. Nevertheless, the verb shall ... and will ... are in the
Present tense, not in the Future. They are simply Notional verbs
(Transitive) in the Present tense, and the Infinitive following is

their object.
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The Infinitive may denote either Present or Past time. - - Future time can be
expressed only by some phrase; as, ‘to be about to send’; ‘to be going to send..

Present Continuous ... Passive (Wanting) | Past Perf. Contin. ... Passive (Wanting)

Hzke] gato] Eojchrhact 28 (2M 50%)= (None), 4AH
F(§123)2H2AF H(§ 128)= (Wanting)o|th. 22 Ho] 22 U] &l 9E g
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There is no Future Participle in English. Futurity can be expressed
by the Qualifying Infinitive, as ‘the world to come’, or by a periphrasis,

as ‘about (prep.) to fall’, ‘going to see’, ‘going to be beaten’.
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gololl=nliEAH itk plei= 3 FARR YERd 4= 9lo U ‘the world to
come' (& Ald)o] 1H I, F=oflEe] 2= E & LERY ‘about(H]A}) tofall,
‘going to see, ‘going to be beaten’o] 13/}
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The same verb may be an Auxiliary at one time and a Principal at

another.
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Indefinite Continuous Perfect Perf. Cont.
A2 am seen am being seen have been seen  (None)
A was seen was being seen  had been seen (None)
0|2y shall be seen  (None) shall have been (None)

uizko] olck, 712 1 7}y Foll che EAPFA Sk,

Simple Past Indefinite (Same as Indicative)
Continuous were doing -
Perfect (Same as Indicative)

Perf. Cont. (Same as Indicative)
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It seems like a contradiction to make a Future tense have reference J.C. Nesfield
. . . . Manual of English Grammarand
to Past tense. But the future here implies an inference ... “You will sl of Englss Grmmar s
Composition
have heard’ means ‘I infer or believe that you have heard’. §1133)
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like love hate want need
O3 7| & I'm loving it. He is being rude. I'm liking this.
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Observe that the Simple Tenses coincide partly with the Continuous C.T. Onions
Tenses, 7.c., they may be used to denote the same act or state. Thus Anfidmmrd&dﬂwmv
one may say ‘I live at Oxford’ or ‘I am living at Oxford,” indifferently, ;Et 13

if one means that Oxford is one’s present place of abode. But, if one 4% 20

wishes to denote a habit, one generally says ‘I live at Oxford in winter,’

not ‘T am living at Oxford in winter.’
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Uetd= ol 29 4= ok, T2 SAH EE 2| F ARs 3tolghe Seol2bi T live at
Oxfordzt 8= I am living at Oxforde}si o} 2}o] glo] Hct. T2t 3
ez g 2.5 1 live at Oxford in winter2bsHA| I am living at Oxford

in winterg} 514 &=tk
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The Continuous forms are sometimes used idiomatically without
implying anything ‘continuous’, ¢.g. “‘What have you been doing to
that picture?’, ‘Someone has been tampering with this lock’. These are
different from bave you done, has tampered; they give an emotional
colouring to the sentence, and express surprise, disgust,

impatience, or the like.
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What have you been doing to that picture?, Someone has been

tampering with this locko] 12t} o] 2152 have you donehas tampered 2}

cham, £4o] 240) A2 Fo] 3017 g-2uHAl kel Lehict,

HEE P olF2 A& YuAEGE ¢SS A=A I'm

loving ito] L A2t

@3 Aelot eI ol e ko s shent

They may express the state resulting from an action, as:
The articles ave sold (= are in a sold condition, have been sold).

The letter is written at last.

w9

RS2 B9olA v EgHFefE el 7| = S}, o] SEIH The articles are

sold (= == Jefof] ik, Z3ich - The letter is written at last(@FW 13 x]7k
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In (a), however, the state of the flower (faded) is more prominently
indicated; in (b) the time of the fading. So the two sentences are

not quite equivalent.

E
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et (hela = o] AN 5)7H B Fme A EfuaL, (Lol 5] wrk
Sejgrh JelEs £ BAe ol 2Rl slet.

@4 32|31 3 FHo| Mol Erjdt)

This distinction must be borne in mind when translating ...
Sentences like “The cherries are sold’ will be expressed, according to
the meaning intended, in two different ways:—

1. Latin Cerasi veneunt - French Les cerises se vendent - German Die
Kirschen werden verkauft

2. Latin Cerasi vénivéerunt - French Les cerises sont vendues - German Die

Kirschen sind verkauft

o

o] -2 st mjj npgoj] Fojof it --- The cherries are sold 22 2742
£5te = Hpol wkeh = 7HR| 2 Lpehjof Zict

AZE — ojollA] & <1 Zo] A dojollx] F Zolck. Pzttt
R T Aol7h7haek—| 10 (9] Afel7h ol ThA] Atk

25 93950 ole] 122 Aoz Zr

ol

’ Ay AFE - g T ‘the English Present tense describes a situation that is

not extended on ¢ and whose aspectual profile includes the present moment.
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contour to a (transitory) state.
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What have you done to that picture? 2=0
What have you been doing to that picture? ==ctHL} LtR2tCt
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IV. Perfect Continuous; which combines the meanings of the two

preceding forms.
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L. Indefinite; which denotes Present, Past, or Future time in its simplest

form; the degree of completeness is left indefinite.
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They may express the state resulting from an action ... The articles are

sold (= are in a sold condition, have been sold).

In (a), however, the state of the flower (faded) is more prominently

indicated; in (b) the #Zme of the fading.
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The door is open. ot ot - 237
She is French. #otLt? ofLe - ZF? -
The sun is at its zenith. #StLE? OtL2 - E3? -
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‘ events are represented in two dimensions, time (¢)

and qualitative states (g) ... in the 2000 version of this book ... the second
dimension was described as a change dimension represented by A.
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The time dimension is continuous. The qualitative

state dimension may or may not be continuous, depending on what qualitative
states are defined for the event - - seeing has only two defined statesong -
the4 dimension for seeing consists of only two points.

ARFAE Qiolct. 12 Afel 91 Q49 45 obd S glou], T ARlo] o]
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The door is apen. - The window is shattered. - She is French. -

The sun is at its zenith.

The first type is a transitory (stage-level) state, while the second and third are
permanent (object-level) states. ... Inherent states are true of the entity for its
entire lifetime. Acquired permanent states are true ... once the state has been
acquired.
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